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MIZEN FOOTBRIDGE MAKING HUGE PROGRESS


One of the Mizen Peninsula’s greatest success stories has been the development of Mizen Head Signal Station and its famous footbridge.  It has been attracting hundreds of thousands to the Mizen Peninsula over the years.  This in turn has given the many businesses a continuous boost as many make their way from all over the world to have a look at the stunning views and lovely visitor centre that has to be seen. Mizen Tourism Co-op development officer, Sue Hill, recently congratulated Carillion Irishenco, the contractors and RPS, the engineers, on the progress made with the reconstruction of the Mizen Footbridge with 60% of it completed in 34 weeks. Sue emphasised how grateful the management committee is to Fáilte Ireland, Cork County Council and The Commissioner of Lights for the funding they have provided for the new bridge. The Mizen Head Visitor Centre is open every day from 10 am to 6pm and, although the bridge is closed until November, Mizen Café, Gift Shop and Displays are open. There is a DVD showing the progress on the bridge reconstruction as well as all the plans for the new bridge. Check out the brochure on www.mizenhead.ie  The iconic footbridge at Mizen Head currently been reconstructed was originally completed in 1909.  It is an early example of the use of reinforced concrete as a material. In its day the 52m span was of record length for reinforced concrete construction. The bridge spans 47m above sea level. Its original purpose was to provide access for staff of The Commissioners of Irish Lights to the Fog Signal Station at Mizen Head. It connects the mainland to Cloghane Island. In recent years the bridge has become a popular tourist attraction as it links the Mizen Visitor Centre with displays in the original Irish Lights buildings on the Island, Ireland’s most south westerly point. The original bridge designer was Noel Ridley and the contractor was Alfred Thorne, Westminster. The 1908 contract price was £1,272. Rope ladders were used to access the cliff face to construct the bridge foundations. Temporary towers were constructed on both sides of the gorge and cables slung between the towers. The cables were used to winch construction materials into place to construct the bridge foundations.    Throughout the 100 year life of the bridge it has been subject to extreme weather and environmental conditions. These conditions slowly took their toll and caused serious deterioration of the structure. In 2005 temporary scaffolding was installed over the bridge. The lifespan of the temporary footway came to an end in 2009, just in time for the contract signing for the construction of the new structure. The Mizen Visitor Centre has continued to give employment to many down through the years and with the completion of this new bridge, it will be a must see in the years ahead. Well done to Sue, Stephen and their loyal and committed team at the Mizen for giving us what has to be our greatest success.  Michael Collins 086-3174606
 

Events Calendar—inclusion free.  All items to be in by Tues 5pm latest. 028-35285; Email: newsletter@goleen.info

July 08
 Bingo in the Parish Hall—at 9.00 pm. All Welcome.

July 09
 Pilates Class in Goleen Parish Hall  11.45am.Contact 086-8442832

July 10
 GDCC LOTTO Draw in Barleycove Hotel Jackpot €1300


July 11   
Lowertown & Goleen Church Gate Collections in Aid Co-Action. Please Support.

July 11
 St Brendan’s Church, Crookhaven—8.30pm -Rt Revd Michael Burrows, Bishop of Cashel and Ossory
July 12 
  Pilates Class in Goleen Parish Hall  11.45am.Contact 086-8442832

July 12-15   Summer Club for 3-7 year olds at Goleen Community Playgroup 10-1pm. MUST Book02835927.

July 13
  Music by Mick Begley. Crookhaven Inn

July 14   
Kilmoe Union Parish Fete at Altar Rectory, Toormore at 2pm. All Welcome.

July 21
 Table Quiz (GDCC Festival Fundraiser) Nottages 9.00pm 4 per table €20. 

July 23
 Silent Auction & Music in aid Thais at The Harbour View Hotel, Schull at 9pm.

 

 

Goleen Community Centre Events Calendar Contact 086-2725506 to rent the Centre
July 09
  Table Tennis 7-9pm Contact Owen 028-35371

July 12
  Mizen Rovers U-10 Hurling—Training 6-8.00 pm 

July 13
  Mizen Rovers U-12 & U-14 Football—Training 7.00pm Outdoors

July 18
  Goleen Parish School Sports in the Community Field—2.00-6.00pm

Aug 04
  West Cork Table Tennis Summer Camp—Tel 028-35371

 

 

 

 Goleen & District Community Council are seeking to fill the position of  Community Liaison Officer for Goleen Community Centre. This is a Part-time Position. Applicants may be required to work unsociable hours and carry out alternative tasks. Experience at a reasonable level of Computing, Book-Keeping and Secretarial Skills is necessary. This scheme is funded under the CSP; therefore the candidate will be recruited from one of the following: Person on Unemployment Assistance/One Parent Family; Receipt of Disability Allowance, Invalidity Pension etc; Community Employment and Job Initiatives Schemes.  Apply in Writing with Your CV and Covering Letter no later than 5pm on Friday, 9th July 2010 to: The Chairman of Goleen & District Community Council, Lowertown, Schull, Co. Cork. Canvassing will disqualify. 

Tel Michael Collins 086-3174606 for more information.

 

GDCC Festival Dates: August 8-15.  GDCC Festival Charades 2010— Wed 14th July: Crookhaven Inn V Fastnet Bar; O’Meara’s Bar V Playschool 1  venue—The Crookhaven Inn;  Fri 16th July: E.S. Enterprises V Mizen Vision;  Harbour View Hotel V Marconi  venue- Nottages, Crookhaven; Mon 19th July: Barley Cove Hotel V Playschool 2; Three Amigos V Quik Pick venue—O’Meara’s Bar, Goleen; Mon 26th July: Timmy Barnett V Lobster Pot; O’Sullivan’s V Lowertown  venue– Nottages Bar, Crookhaven.        Nominees are now being sought for the Festival King or Queen—participants contact Caroline Sheehan. There will be a cash prize for the ‘King’ or ‘Queen’. Tel: 086-8642647.
 

Death:  Josephine Goggin, Cloughanekilleen.  Deepest sympathy to her family and friends.
 
 Mass Times:- Goleen: Sunday 12.00 noon; Lowertown:: Sunday—9.30am;Schull;  Sat.—8pm; Sunday—10.30am; Ballydehob: Sunday– 11.30am. Church of Ireland Services: Sunday- Schull 10am & Altar Church, Toormore: 11.30am

Sundays in July and August at St. Brendan’s Church, Crookhaven.   End of the Day Epilogue 8.30p.m. 11th July - Rt. Revd. Michael Burrows, Bishop of Cashel and Ossory; 18th July -  Revd. Brian O’Rourke, Rector of St Anne’s, Shandon;  25th July—Revd. Denis MacCarthy, Rector of Mallow Union

 

Goleen Community Charity Shop Opening Times: Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat 11.00am-2.00pm. 
 

Uganda Trip- Late on Sunday night I returned to Toormore after a 2 week trip to Luwero in Uganda.  I went along with 10 volunteers from West Cork to work with a small NGO called The Healthy Vine Trust.  They are mainly involved in improving drinking water supplies, malaria prevention and education. The group ranged in age from students to grandparents and approximately half men & women.  I was expecting to see hungry children, flies and a dry scrubby landscape.  Instead it was smiling happy faces and a lush green landscape.  We were treated by everybody like long lost friends, but behind this we also saw people dying of AIDS and children suffering from malaria, cholera and yellow fever.  Malaria is by far the biggest killer in Africa especially in children under 10.  Simple things like better hygiene around the home and education on the causes helps to cut down the death rate.  All the money the group had collected here will be used for practical things like boring wells, supplying mosquito nets, improving school buildings and paying field workers, who travel around the villages.  Most grateful thanks to the people of this area who contributed over €3,000.  There is a great need.  I can assure you that this will all go to the right places. Richard Lynch 

Thank You—to all who contributed to the Mercy Hospital Collection on Sunday last. Total amount raised €273.55.                                

Kilmoe Union Parish Fete at Altar Rectory, Toormore on Wed. 14th July at  2pm.  All the usual stalls, raffle etc. Everyone Welcome.                                                                                                                   

PIONEER NEWS—The Goleen Pioneer Total Abstinence Association held a very special evening in the parish hall Goleen recently. Mass was celebrated by Fr Alan O Leary and pioneer pins were presented to 13 young pioneers. These were Cliodhna Cullinane, Clodagh Hellen, Debbie Walsh, Michelle Murnane, Brid Kennedy, Tadgh Cullinane, Mark O’Reilly, James O’Driscoll, Jason Whitley, Gerard Downing, Robert Franzoni, Padraig Reidy, and Padraig Downey.  Ann Murnane, was presented with a silver pin for 25 years membership. Teas and Refreshments were served and a great night was had by all. 

Mount Gabriel Guided Walk July 9 at 12 noon ; July 14  at 2.30pm  086 2404709  www.fitbones.ie
 

 

 Goleen & District  Community Council Private LOTTO Draw

The LOTTO Draw provides the Community Council with funds to undertake projects and improvements on behalf of the Community. Please support your Community and buy LOTTO tickets. In shops, pubs and from your Community Councillors.

 Single Entry (3 numbers) €1.50.  100% of LOTTO Funds go towards Projects & Improvements. 

 

  Numbers 3, 10, 32; €40: David Coughlan, Goleen; €20: Sharon O’Leary; Sonny O’Driscoll, Crookhaven; Richard Gill; V. Sheehan; This week’s Venue: Barleycove Hotel. LOTTO Jackpot: €1300
If you’re not in you can’t  win!  Buy a ticket every week in 2010 to support the Community & to try to win the Jackpot
 

 

 

 

 

 

GDCC does not take responsibility for articles and opinions published. 

For Advertising and News Items Contact: Bernie Wilcox 028-35285 or Email newsletter@goleen.info

Newsletter Editors: Contact Sue 028-35225/ Michael 086-3174606      Web Site: www.goleen.info


               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













