GOLEEN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

SERVING THE MIZEN PENINSULA

VOL:2  WEEK 07 Feb. 12 2009 Published every Thursday

Our weekly newsletter has grown and grown since our first publication a few months ago and we are delighted with its success.  400 copies are going out a week in the Mizen Peninsula, 100 are being emailed and also our website www.goleen.info has a link with our newsletter on it.  We will look into emailing the newsletter to more and more people in the weeks and months ahead because in this fast moving world out, we need to get news out and fast. Send your email address to newsletter@goleen.info The newsletter is great but we have to move even quicker if possible.  So we are now in a position to update our website weekly. Over the coming weeks we will concentrate more time and effort on this.  The Community Council and the Mizen Peninsula will have the opportunity to reach a worldwide audience. More and more people are now working with computers.  Almost every house in the peninsula has a computer so it is the quick and easy way to get our messages into the homes across Ireland. Our family and friends in America, Australia and Europe can access our news at the press of a button interesting times ahead.

At a recent meeting held by Fáilte Ireland a few interesting points were made about tourism in Ireland.  In our view tourism will be our biggest employer in the next few years and may help out many through these tough times.  It’s quite clear that tourism from America and Europe will be down this year as it was last year, but in a survey Fáilte Ireland carried out, the results show that the Irish will not be flying out abroad this year. Many have said they are opting for an Irish holiday.  For us to succeed in attracting more visitors we will have to work harder to help them. Advice to B&B owners is to offer a packed lunch to the people that are staying around a few days and want to go walking.  Also when people arrive consider offering an evening meal - not a four course dinner just a simple evening meal. Another tip is to always have full weather information for them when they arrive. It is now clear to us as a Community Council that as farming, fishing and construction are all struggling; we will have to concentrate on tourism.  The opportunities are there.  Waymarked Walks and Cycle Ways can attract thousands to the Mizen Peninsula, We will have to work close together if we want to have employment for both ourselves and our children in the years to come. We intend to attend the Fáilte Ireland meetings on a regular basis.  We know that it will have a very positive effect in the local economy if we succeed in the many strands of Tourism on offer.      Michael Collins, Chairman

 

Mizen Rovers G.A.A:  - The double winning u-16 footballers will be presented with their medals on this Sunday 15th in the Community Sports Centre by James Masters. Events will commence at 4.30pm all are welcome to celebrate this occasion.

The club took part in Scor na bPaisti semi-final in Ballydehob on Saturday last in five events. All competitors gave good performances but unfortunately none have qualified for the final. This brings an end to Scor for this season. A big thanks to all who helped prepare the children in the various events music, singing, recitation and set dancing. Thanks also to the parents who encouraged their children to participate and of course the children for performing.   At the South West board meeting on Monday 9th the championship gradings and leagues were given out for the year. Championship draws take place at later meetings. The u-16's start the playing season on Sun March 8th with a home league game against Glengarriff and continue for rest of Sundays in March.
 

A WORD OF THANKS—Catherine and Julie Barry, Clogher wish to thank most sincerely all those who sponsored them in the recent Cork mini-marathon.

 

The Scoraíocht was held  on Saturday last. Thank you to all who supported it.  A special thanks to all who donated raffle prizes, baked cakes etc, made sandwiches and anyone who helped in any way on the day. 
Calcutta Fundraising Card Night will be held in The Fastnet Bar on Feb. 20th in aid of the two girls travelling to Calcutta. Great raffle prizes. Finger food will be served on the night. Please support.                                                                                                               
 

Goleen Trotting Association Races last Sunday: Unfortunately there was an accident in the third race when two horses collided. The jockeys suffered leg injuries.  The two ambulances in attendance had to go back to Bantry hospital and the races had to be called off. They will be continued at a date to be arranged.

The Mizen Walk Way Loops:  The Tuesday meeting was attended by 32 Mizen and Letter Hill landowners. James O’Mahony, Sheeps Head Way, answered many questions.  Funding is available now.   
 

What’s on in Our Parish  Goleen:
Sat. Vigil Mass—6.30p.m.  Sunday—12.00noon
Lowertown: Sunday—9.30a.m. 
Schull: Sat. Vigil Mass—8.00p.m.  Sunday—10.30a.m.
Ballydehob. Sunday—11.30a.m.
Toormore: Sunday—The Altar Church—11.30a.m. Service 
Schull: Sunday—10.00am
 

St. Valentine's Story
Let me introduce myself. My name is Valentine. I lived in Rome during the third century. That was long, long ago! At that time, Rome was ruled by an emperor named Claudius. I didn't like Emperor Claudius, and I wasn't the only one! A lot of people shared my feelings. Claudius wanted to have a big army. He expected men to volunteer to join. Many men just did not want to fight in wars. They did not want to leave their wives and families. As you might have guessed, not many men signed up. This made Claudius furious. So what happened? He had a crazy idea. He thought that if men were not married, they would not mind joining the army. So Claudius decided not to allow any more marriages. Young people thought his new law was cruel. I thought it was preposterous! I certainly wasn't going to support that law!   Did I mention that I was a priest? One of my favourite activities was to marry couples. Even after Emperor Claudius passed his law, I kept on performing marriage ceremonies -- secretly, of course. It was really quite exciting. Imagine a small candlelit room with only the bride and groom and myself. We would whisper the words of the ceremony, listening all the while for the steps of soldiers.   One night, we did hear footsteps. It was scary! Thank goodness the couple I was marrying escaped in time. I was caught. (Not quite as light on my feet as I used to be, I guess.) I was thrown in jail and told that my punishment was death.  I tried to stay cheerful. And do you know what? Wonderful things happened. Many young people came to the jail to visit me. They threw flowers and notes up to my window. They wanted me to know that they, too, believed in love.  One of these young people was the daughter of the prison guard. Her father allowed her to visit me in the cell. Sometimes we would sit and talk for hours. She helped me to keep my spirits up. She agreed that I did the right thing by ignoring the Emperor and going ahead with the secret marriages.  On the day I was to die, I left my friend a little note thanking her for her friendship and loyalty. I signed it, "Love from your Valentine."  I believe that note started the custom of exchanging love messages on St. Valentine's Day. It was written on the day I died, February 14, 269 A.D. Now, every year on this day, people remember. But most importantly, they think about love and friendship. And when they think of Emperor Claudius, they remember how he tried to stand in the way of love, and they laugh -- because they know that love can't be beaten!                                                                                                                                                                   

Valentine Traditions: In Wales wooden love spoons were carved and given as gifts on February 14th. Hearts, keys and keyholes were favourite decorations on the spoons. The decoration meant, "You unlock my heart!"  In the Middle Ages, young men and women drew names from a bowl to see who their valentine  would be. They would wear these names on their sleeves for one week. To wear your heart on your sleeve now means that it is easy for other people to know how you are feeling. In some countries, a young woman may receive a gift of clothing from a young man. If she keeps the gift, it means she will marry him. Some people used to believe that if a woman saw a robin flying overhead on Valentine's Day, it meant she would marry a sailor. If she saw a sparrow, she would marry a poor man and be very happy. If she saw a goldfinch, she would marry a millionaire.  A love seat is a wide chair. It was first made to seat one woman and her wide dress. Later, the love seat or courting seat had two sections, often in an S-shape. In this way, a couple could sit together -- but not too closely!  Think of five or six names of boys or girls you might marry;  as you twist the stem of an apple, recite the names until the stem comes off. You will marry the person whose name you were saying when the stem fell off.  Pick a dandelion that has gone to seed. Take a deep breath and blow the seeds into the wind. Count the seeds that remain on the stem. That is the number of children you will have.   If you cut an apple in half and count how many seeds are inside, you will also know how many children you will have! 
Events Calendar 

Contact 028-35285 or newsletter@goleen.info  with details of your events.

Inclusion free

 

Feb 13
Cards - in The Lobster Pot Bar.

Feb 14
Valentine’s Day!
Feb 14
GDCC LOTTO Draw in The Fastnet Bar.

Feb 15
Mizen A.F.C v Courtmacsherry away at 2.30

Feb 17
Ceili Dance Classes  at 9.00 pm in the Parish Hall

Feb 18
Goleen I.C.A. Charades Final in Midleton.

Feb 19
Goleen Playschool—Quiz in The Fastnet Bar.

Feb 21&22 
Oil Painting Workshop in The Parish Hall from 10am—4pm. For 

further details contact Catherine on 086-3568899.
Mar 07
Birdwatching Course at Mizen Head Signal Station 

Mar 21
Introduction to Geology  of the Mizen Call 35225 for details
Bingo every Thurs and  Active Retirement Club every Wed in Parish Hall
 

Goleen Community Centre Events Calendar

Contact 086-2725506/028-35285 to rent the Centre (minimum time 1hour) 

 

Feb 13
Table Tennis only—from 7pm-9pm every Friday night. Contact 


Owen on 028-35371

Feb 15
Family Day Mini Tennis, Badminton, Table Tennis  10am-12noon 

every Sunday. Contact Owen on 028-35371

Feb 15
Presentation of  u-16’s football medals by James Masters4.30pm

Feb 16
Women in Sport Goleen Community Centre every Monday 



10-11.30am 
€4 per session. Contact Owen on 028-35371

Feb 16
National School Age—Table Tennis 3.30pm-4.30pm every Mon.

Feb 17
Development Officer Goleen Community Centre 2-5pm

Mar 15
Bring & Buy Jumble Sale—Goleen Community Centre. All 


donations accepted. Book your stand now. Contact: Bernie 


028-35285; Maureen 086-3300262; Margaret 086-4070147. 

Apr 12
Easter Fayre—Goleen Community Centre. Book your stand now!

 

Goleen & District  Community Council Private LOTTO Draw

The LOTTO Draw provides the Community Council with funds to undertake projects and improvements on behalf of the Community. Please support your Community and buy LOTTO tickets. In shops, pubs and from your Community Councillors. Single Entry (3 numbers) €1.50.  100% of LOTTO Funds go towards Projects & Improvements.                                                           LOTTO Numbers: 7,8,19 Prize winners w/e Feb. 07th   €40: Timmy Cotter; €20: Dominic Sheehan, Balteen; Mary Barry Cahir;  Geraldine Downey, Carrigmanus; Catherine McDonagh, Crookhaven  Next  Week’s Draw : 14th Feb. Next Week’s Venue: The Fastnet Bar.   Jackpot: €1450.   
 

GDCC does not take responsibility for articles and opinions published. 

Contact: Bernie Wilcox at newsletter@goleen.info or 028-35285 .  

News Items, event details, stories and advertising must be received no later than 3pm 

on the previous Tuesday. Advertising must be prepaid.

GDCC does not take responsibility for articles and opinions published. 

Contact: Bernie Wilcox at newsletter@goleen.info or 028-35285 or Sue Hill at 35225.  

Distributed through churches, pubs, shops, creameries.

 

