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SCENIC LANDSCAPE PROGRESS

After a meeting lasting 3 hr 52 mins with Martin Riordan, County Manager, and Andrew Hynde, Senior Planner, in County Hall yesterday, significant progress can be reported on many fronts in relation to Special Scenic Landscape designation and to planning in general in West Cork.  The County Manager told those present that he had no problem with a protest outside County Hall but he did not agree with and could never agree with the sit-in in Council Chambers . We pointed out that we did not regret this move and it would never have happened if dialogue that we continuously requested had been granted. The County Manager said that he would take full responsibility for the Special Scenic Landscape designation being added to the County Plan in the final months before the protest on December 22.  He now accepts that this was an error of judgement.  While he still thinks that there were many benefits in the designation, he accepts he went about it in the wrong way. Giving more time and proper dialogue with the public would have made life much easier for everyone. He said that he had said he would revisit this Special Scenic Landscape matter again and this is contrary to what most Councillors are saying. They believe that it’s scrapped for good. Our understanding from the protest on Dec 22, is that the County Manager stated that he would revisit this again. We are now happy that our version is correct.  He is to look at this matter again over the next couple of years.  But as the County Manager said, with proper consultation with the public this time—something we both welcome and accept. He also said on December 22 that he would start dialogue with groups early in 2009.  We pointed out this did not happen.  The County Manager said that after the protest of Dec 22, he felt he should give more time for things to calm for a while.  We pointed out that this did not happen and it had the completely opposite effect. People felt angered which led to the protest and sit-in just a couple of weeks ago. We pointed out that we would never accept that designation as it stood.  It would lead to the ruination of rural Ireland with our young people never being able to get planning on their parents’ land. The County Manager assured us that he has and will in future do all he can to make sure that genuine planning applications for sons and daughters, who apply for planning permission, are accepted, subject to planning guidelines. We pointed out many cases of young people and genuine applicants been messed about unfairly.  6 of these cases will be looked at by him to see if they were treated fairly.  We thanked him for this and told him that we would be taking up his offer of reviewing 100 cases for us.  I asked if this was 100 hundred from each member of the committee.  I was told no,  this 100 cases must come from all the committee. This will prove to be a demanding challenge for our committee as a voluntary group.  It’s going to be difficult to pick 100 hundred cases from what looks like thousands.  We will meet over the weekend and will come up with a way forward that will be fair to all. The meeting ended and a good honest bond has been made between the County Manager and our group.  We hope this will now continue into the future. It was great to see such honesty from the County Manager. He truly showed leadership in accepting where he was wrong.  This is a great lesson that our political leaders could adopt at this time  - admitting and accepting someone got it wrong. It could start us on a road to recovery.  When will that start be made?  
 
WEST CORK RADIO
Community Councillors attended a meeting held in the Parkway Hotel Dunmanway April 30 in relation to the our West Cork Today radio programme on 103FM,  which has been recently axed. Ann O Leary chaired this meeting attended by a large crowd. Many are very angry with the way this has happened and it was agreed to take a twin track approach  - one is to apply for a licence. Many reading this will say Oh! not a hope!  But remember that’s how WCLR started and it looks as if we will have to do it all over again. The other track is that while this application goes ahead, the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland will be  asked if this is axing is right.  We might get some answers. This axing is surely nothing short of a disgrace. It is a decision that has turned many away from 96 and 103 FM Radio as it no longer shows an interest in West Cork.  It is very disappointing.  We are asking what have our TDs done so far about this.  Surely they are not happy its disappearance. In the next week we will find this out and come back to you, the public, with answers to our queries— answers you deserve. If you want to register your disquiet about this decision you can do so by going on to this website www.westcorktoday.com.  Your comments will go to all interested parties involved BCI included.  But please, your message must be polite, clean and firm.  In other words,  get your message across in a proper manner.  Doing this should send a clear message as to how annoyed West Cork is with this decision. Please pass this email address on to all, who you know out there, that would be interested.  Michael Collins

 

 

 

 
 Events Calendar 

GDCC does not take responsibility for articles and opinions published. Contact: Bernie Wilcox at newsletter@goleen.info or 028-35285  with ads or news.   Events Calendar (inclusion free) 
May 01
Cards - In The Fastnet Bar. 

May 02
Mizen Rovers u-14 hurling v Iveleary at home 11.30am

May 02
GDCC LOTTO Draw in O’Meara’s Bar Jackpot €700  

May 11
Gabriel Og v Dunmanus in Goleen Community Pitch 7.00 

Bingo every Thurs and  Active Retirement Club every Wed in Parish Hall

Goleen Community Centre Events Calendar

Contact 086-2725506/028-35285 to rent the Centre (minimum time 1 hr) 
Apr 30
Goleen Community Charity Shop 2.00pm-5.00pm

May 01
Goleen Community Charity Shop 11.00am-2.00pm

May 01
Table Tennis—7.00-9.00 pm Contact Owen on 028-35371
May 02
Goleen Community Charity Shop 11.00am-2.00pm

May 02
U-10 Football Training at 11.00 am every Sat.

May 06
U-10 Football Training at 7.00 p.m. every Wed.
May 06
Goleen Sports Club Goleen Community Centre 8.00—9.00pm Every Wed. Badminton, 
Table Tennis, Mini Tennis.
May 11
Women in Sport Goleen Community Centre every Monday 10-11.30am €4 per session. 
Contact Owen on 028-35371 (not May 4)

May 11
Junior Table Tennis Training 3.30pm—4.30pm

May 24
Table Tennis—West Cork Junior Championship.

 

 
Community Activities News

Mizen Rovers GAA -The u 14 football league is made up of ten teams from Carbery and Beara divisions. Mizen Rovers second game in this competition took us all the way to Eyeries, famed for movie making to take on the local team Urhan. When we look back on this game later in the year "Braveheart" will come to mind because our lads fought to the death to bring off a great victory against an excellent home team. With wind and a poor surface making good football difficult Mizen passed the ball well and added the scores at every opportunity.  Urhan showed their intent early with slick fast football and getting early scores.  With Jed Little starting in the full back line along with Keith Whitley and Shane O'Leary  in goal and our half backs of Daryl Connell and Ryan O'Callaghan. Urhan were first to shoot from out the field. Conor O'Driscoll and Kodie Healy  now forming a great partnership at midfield with Aaron Barry and Brendan Goggin along with Eoghan Sheehan and goal poacher Cathal O'Sullivan completing the forward line. Subs were Tadhg Cullinane and Jason Whitley.  The first half was even enough but early in the second half Mizen cut loose to build up a lead of 6 points.  Urhan fought back to level near the end but our lads added on a few scores to secure the win.  This was a long trip for a game and we thank those parents who transported the team and supported.  The final score was  Mizen 3-10, Urhan 2-09. The Mizen Rovers Club would like to congratulate four of our players who won county medals having played on the Schull Community College U-16 football team that defeated Kinsale community college in the county final played in Rosscarbery.  They are: last year’s U-16 captain Aidan Molloy, Ronan Kennedy, Paudie Scully and Conor O'Driscoll.  We wish them well in the Munster championship.Fixtures:U-14 football Vs Glengarriff in Glengarriff, Saturday 2nd at 11.30am U-14 hurling Vs Iveleary in Goleen. The club are hosting the U-12 championship game between Gabriel Og and Dunmannus on Monday May 11th at 7.00pm. The U-12 footballers will probably have a game on Tuesday May 5th check locally for details. Tim Sheehan.
 

newsletter@goleen.info  per line. ADVERTISING MUST BE PRE-PAID 
Wanted: Someone to grow steady supply of vegetables and salads for us, ready to eat June—Sept. On own land or ours. Details:028 35225                                                                           

 

 
 
Goleen & District  Community Council Private LOTTO Draw

The LOTTO Draw provides the Community Council with funds to undertake projects and improvements on behalf of the Community. Please support your Community and buy LOTTO tickets. In shops, pubs and from your Community Councillors. Single Entry (3 numbers) €1.50.  

100% of LOTTO Funds go towards Projects & Improvements.                                                         

 LOTTO Numbers: 6,12, 23; Prize winners w/e Apr 25

Two Winners: Treasa O’Leary, 5 Rock View, Goleen; Angela Stafford, Dunkelly
This  Week’s Draw:  02nd May This Week’s Venue: O’Meara’s Bar Jackpot: €700
 

